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choices of those in favour of continued resistance included
Clermont-Ferrand, Toulouse, and Perpignan. M. Mandel
showed that he had already considered the possibility of
Quimper. M. Reynaud, who had been attracted by de
Gaulle's Brest scheme, approved and supported the sugges-
tion. Quimper was Brittany. It meant the port of Brest
with possible communications with England, America and
North Africa.
And thus it was decided.
When M. Mandel returned to the Prefecture in the
middle of the night, he telephoned immediately to the
Prefecture of Finist&e to say that chateaux, hotels, and
so forth should be requisitioned in Quimper and the
neighbourhood for two days from then, in order to bouse
the members of the Government and the staffs of the
various departments.
While he was doing so, M. Paul Reynaud, who had
returned to the Chateau de Chissay, where he was staying,
was a prey to the fuiy of Mme. de Portes.
" What is this ridiculous joke about going to Quimper ?
Are you anxious to make a fool of yourself ? I certainly
don't propose to go and sleep in Breton four poster beds!
Go to Quimper by yourself, my friend, you and your
Mandel! "
General de Gaulle, who was present, defended the pro-
posed departure for Brittany. Baudouin skilfully argued
against it. Quimper ! But the movement of the Germaai
armies was already tending unmistakably in the direction
of Brittany. To go theie was worse than risky. The
choice of Brittany as a place of refuge for the Government
would only have been desirable if precautions had been
taken to organise solid lines of defence in front of that
province and in it. Whereas by going to Bordeaux,
where there were plenty of hotels, and chateaux were
numerous, they would have elbow-room and a field of
vision in which to see approaching events.
In between whiles telephone calls kept reaching M. Paul